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TASMANIAN FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB 
BULLETIN 


No. 185 June 1974 

Registered at G.P.O. Hobart, for transmission by post as 
a periodical, Category B. 

Club's Address - G.P.O. Box 68A, Hobart, 7001. 


NOTICE OF MEETING 

The next meeting will be held in the Royal Society 
Room, Tasmanian Museum, on Thursday, June 20th, 
at 7.45.p»®o 

SubjectThere will be two Mature Films. 

(a) A Tasmanian Wildlife Film recently rele a sed 
by the H.E.C. and including some items on 
Maria Island. 

(b) "Say Goodbye" - a Conservation Film on 

endangered species. /V" 

Five Minute Talk 

will be given by thePresident. 4 » 

Last Outing V% t , - 

This was to Mt. Field National Park. Although the day 
was overcast, it didn't really rain and the two car¬ 
loads of members had a good day. Although most of the 
Fagus Autumn Leaves had fallen, there were still some 
in sheltered nooks showing their beautiful colouring. 
We walked all round Lake Dobson, walked the Nature 
Trail near Lake Fenton, picnic lunch was at the Park 
sheltersheds and the highlight of the rambles through 
the bushiwas the variety of fungi - of all sizes and 
colours - especially a bright green little gemJ 

NEXT OUTING 

Saturday, June 22nd. Meet at thePrince at 10.a.m. 

We propose to explore the new Southern Outlet road 
which now goes right through to Huonville, to note 
on the way whether the route opens up possibilities 
on new areas for investigation by Field Nats, Then 
we could go on through Judbury and beyond to see what 
can be found along the Russel River Road. 

Private Transport, and bring your thermoses etc. 

OUTINGS IN GENERAL 

It would add to the variety of outings if various 
members of the Club would offer to lead outings. 
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(Dutings in General) 

Sometimes a Speaker at a Club Meeting Night is able 
to take the outing the following weekend as a follow¬ 
up to the talk,. This is not always possible and if 
Club Members would be willing to plan an outing - 
where to go and what to look for - we could have a 
pool of volunteers to call on when necessary. 

It is the Leader's prerogative to decide which day 
is more convenient - Saturday or Sunday, 

One doesn’t have to be a "know-all” to lead an 
outing - although leaders with a 'specialty' are 
always appreciated. 

It is a good idea to have a main object in view 
although in most Field Nat Outings, even if there is 
a special project, the varying tastes of members 
ensure that other things are noticed. The subject 
might be 'frogs' but birdwatchers will be sure to spot 
birds by the way i Likewise, even if beachwashed 
birds are the aim, members with a leaning to Botany 
will not miss the seashore flora i 

New what about it? Who will set the ball 
rolling by volunteering to lead an outing? 

The "Acting Secretary" will be so pleased to see you 
******************** 

The Huon Highway, 

On re-reading the article in the Mercury, I am 
not sure how far the new Outlet Road goes - but at 
least it 'slashes' travelling time. It will be interest¬ 
ing to note the variety of rock exposed by blasting 
operations, 

***************** ** 

FEDERATION OF FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUBS 

At the Annual Meeting it was suggested that the next 
meeting be held at Goulds Country in the Traveller's 
Rest andmake a weekend of it. An alternative place 
proposed was Storey's Creek.Other members besides the 
delegates could attend and so get to know members of 
other clubs, and perhaps arrange some co-operative 
project. The meeting of the delegates would take place 
at some time during the weekend. There are two queries $ 
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Queries. VlCTO^ ^ 

Which members from our Club would like to attend 
that weekend... Tentative Date-5th October 0 
Which venue would you prefer? It would be indoor 
camping - bring your own bedding etc and your own 
food. 


The Federation Secretary would like this 
information so that the necessary arrangements can 
be made. 


If our Club members will let me know I will write 
to the Federation... M.L.Westbrook. 


**************** 

News Item from "The Sun" %iy 25th. 

SUN WILL HELP FIGHT BUSH FIBES. 

The sun will help protect Victorian forests from fires 
next summer. The Forests Commission will use solar energy 
units to charge batteries and power forest radio stations 
The units are similar to those used in U.S. space 
vehicles. The commission is testing the first solar unit 
at a station in East Gippsland. The Chairman, Dr. F.R. 
Moulds, said these units would provide power for many years 
with little attention. The solar cells in the unit turn 
sunlight into current to charge batteries and supply power* 
Decause they react to visible light,power is produced and 
stored even when the sky is overcast. The commission's 
remote-control radio stationso provide communications 
with about 500 mobile units used in fire-fighting, re¬ 
planting, searches and maintenance of forest-roads and 
recreation facilities. 

*************** 


Item from "The Darling Downs Naturalist" June. 

Toowoomba Club have recently had a "Specimen Evening" 
when a number of specimens, as well as slides, were 
brought by members. One of the exhibits was a 


"Gordius Worm". 

H ere are the notes supplied by the Exhibitor, Mrs. 
Batterhaip:- 

This worm is a parasite. It lives on the internal juices 
of its host, which is usually a Grasshopper or a Cricket 
Without interfering with or injuring any of its vital' 
organs. When mature, it emerges from its host, finds 
its way to water, where it mates, and the life r*\rn 1 o 
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The larvae waits until a likely host appears, although 
it is a puzzle as to how they make contact with their 
victims, which, in the main are tree Crickets* This 
particular specimen emerged from a Preying Mantis, in the 
garden of our home. The abdomen of the Mantis was two 
inches in length, whilst the worm itself measured 
fourteen inches.... 

It is almost incredible that a worm of this size could 
be accommodated in this compact little body, without 
ill effects to its host. Hence its name Gordius, which 
is derived from the intricate Gordian Knot, tied by 
Gordius, King of Gordian in Phrygia. An oracle predicted 
that whoever loosened this knot would ultimately be the 
Ruler of Asia. Alexander the Great, unable to undo it, 
cut it with his sword. Hence a difficult problem, or 
task - a problem solved by force or by evading conditions. 

After emerging, this worm lived for seventeen days. 

It is not knownhow long the host lives after this ordeal. 
Our Mantis did not survive above the third day, owing to 
the "fact that my husband had accidently trodden on it, 
which fact probably precipitated a premature emergence 


of the worm. 

Mr*****************-***** 

Toowoomba Club's May Outing was to Crow's Nest Palls 
National Park. Besides a bird-list and botanical notes, 
they compiled a list of BUTTERFLIES., giving both their 
common names and their scientific ones. 

... Wanderer, Lesser Wanderer, Meadow argus, Evening 
brown, Glasswing, Common egg fly, Small green-banded blue, 
Dingy ring, Orange ringlet, Common imperial blue, and 

Common grass yellow* 

****•**-•**•*-*■-*-*■*•-*■*** • ******* 


p-r'om The Launceston Naturalist... 

The Queen Victoria Museum now has a very rare specimen 
of skeletal remains of the extinct Tasmanian Emu.Mr. R.H. 
Green was led by Mr. Arthur Alexander to a cave at Mole 
Creek where the treasure was carefully collected, 
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